
 

Public authority responses to marine stinger public health risks: A scenario
analysis of the Irukandji health threat in controlled spaces at public beaches in
Australia

   
   
   
Abstract:

This scenario analysis was undertaken to anticipate the likelihood of public authority liability for negligence
arising from harm associated with the relatively new phenomenon of the Irukandji marine stinger health
threat in Australia. The tort of negligence is about allocating liability for wrongs typically committed by one
person or entity against another. The author questions whether a person who enters a marine stinger
enclosure at one of Australia's patrolled and flagged beaches and suffers serious injury from an Irukandji
sting can seek compensation or damages in negligence against government. It is argued that as the law
currently stands, an injured bather without adequate warning could successfully sue a local authority for
creating a false perception of safety and therefore inducing risky behaviour. Changes in ecology and climate
variability are relevant considerations. This is a novel issue not previously dealt with in Australian courts.

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury

Model/Methodology:  
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Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Methodology

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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